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See the NES template for additional guidance, including format and style guidance.  This template can be found on the Standard Environmental Reference (SER) web site at: http://www.dot.ca.gov/ser/. This is a short form of the NES that follows the NES format and guidance.  
For use with projects that are:
Of limited scope and impact.
Not ordinarily intended for projects involving listed species (except as noted below).
Consultant logos shall not be added.  
Use the NES template for additional guidance.  If you need the detail of the NES, use that format.
Delete blue text from final.
· Address all applicable federal laws, acts and orders. Compliance with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, Executive Order 11990 – Protection of Wetlands, and Executive Order 13112 – Invasive Species must be explained for all projects.  Other laws, acts or orders that may be applicable include: Executive Order 11988 – Floodplain Management, Clean Water Act, Rivers and Harbors Act, National Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, Essential Fish Habitat, and Marine Mammal Protection Act.
This document should receive an independent review by the company preparing it prior to forwarding it the local agency.

FOR STYLE AND CONTENT GUIDANCE, SEE THE NES TEMPLATE.

Summary
· Provide a brief summary
[Begin typing here].
Introduction
Project location, history and description, purpose and need.
Provide location mapping
[Begin typing here].
Study Methods
· A U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service species list is mandatory for all projects.
 [Begin typing here].
Environmental Setting
 [Begin typing here].
[bookmark: _Toc7938417]Description of the Existing Biological and Physical Conditions
[Begin typing here].
Regional Species and Habitats of Concern
[Begin typing here].
Vegetation
[Begin typing here].
Animals 
[Begin typing here].
Applicable Federal Laws, Acts, and Orders
[Begin typing here].
Avoidance and Minimization Efforts
[Begin typing here].
Projects requiring more than minimal efforts need a full NES and should not use this format.
Project Impacts
· Quantify impacts
 [Begin typing here].
This format is for projects with minimal impacts.  It should not be used with projects that require a Biological Assessment
Permits Required
· At a minimum, consider the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, California Regional Quality Control Board, California Department of Fish and Game, and the California Coastal Commission
[Begin typing here].
References
[Begin typing here].
Appendix
Include public domain information from the California Department of Fish and Game Natural Diversity Database or other lists of potential species in the project area, references, photos, etc., as appropriate
Include the species list obtained from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
CAUTION:  DO NOT INCLUDE SPECIFIC INFORMATION, SUCH AS LOCALITY DATA, THAT IS NOT IN THE PUBLIC RECORD.  FOR NDDB SENSITIVE DATA INCLUDE ONLY THE LOCALITY RECORD NUMBER.  Provide appropriate information as necessary so that a reviewer may confirm or review your findings.  Sensitive data should not be made public here
Include project photos
[Begin typing here].
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