
MEMO TO DESIGNERS 21-12 	 AUGUST 1991 

Bridge Mounted Sign 

Barrier Mounted sign 


A Bridge Mounted Sign (key word) is mounted on the outside ofa bridge and faces traffic passing under 
the bridge structure. A Barrier Mounted Sign (key word) is mounted outside the bridge and faces traffic 
traveling over the bridge. Barrier mounted signs are roadside signs (usually small) that must be mounted 
on bridges. 

Strucrural design specifications for all signs and signals can be found in the AASHTO publication 
entitled Standard Specifications for Structural Supports for Highway Signs, Luminaires and Traffic 
Signals. All overhead signs (over traffic) require a design wind speed of 80 MPH. 

Requests for sign mounting details are initiated by the District Traffic Departments and are routed to 
Strucrure Design. The letter of request should state the following: 

1. 	 Sign size and locations of the mounted sign. 

2. 	 Thetypeofsign panel to bemounted. Laminated Type A, Overhead Formed Panel, or single sheet 
(available for small barrier mounted signs only). 

3. 	 Lighting requirements. If lighting is not required a catwalk is not required ov_er-non:..freeway. 
CatWalk are always:req\fi.f~ .on"'bii4,ge ~m<?~ted:.sign ~y~r freeway~. 

4. 	 Is a skewed sign mount required? Bridges with skews exceeding 10° will sometimes need special 
skewed sign mounts for mounting bridge mounted signs. 

The Design Supervisors will coordinate and assign letters of request to bridge design sections. 

Semi-standard (see page 3 and skewed example page 8) sheets for use in preparing details for strucrure 
mounted overhead signs are available from the Sign Specialist These sheets can be used for most 
structures. A custom design will be required for those situations where the details shown on the semi­
standard sheets cannot be readily adapted to the structure. 

Supersedes Memo to Designers 21-12 dated June 1990 

1 




MEMO TO DESIGNERS 21-12 AUGUST 1991 

The group responsible for the design of the structure on which a sign is to be mounted should complete 
the semi-standard sheet by filling in data that is applicable to that particular structure. After the sheet has 
been checkedand signed, it is then transmitted to the District. In the contract plans, the completed sheet 
is grouped with other overhead sign sheets. The location of all structure mounted signs should be 
indicated on the General Plan for the structure. 

The following example shows the most common Bridge Mounted Sign, a laminated panel Type A with 
walkway. 

Pages 6 through 8provide some details and show an example ofhow to mount signs on a structure skewed 
more than 10°. 

Attachment details for overhead formed panels are shown on Standard Plan S8B and Standard 
Plan S8-BA "Frame Mounting Details." 

A file of completed sign jobs is available for reference use. 

Note that vertical clearances has been revised. All bridge mounted signs shall furnish a vertical clearance 
of 9 inches above the bridge soffit (see page 6). 

9'4C( rr;v/(A 
Jerry A. Mckee 


EMR:tr 
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