
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

  

California Department of Transportation 
Local Development-Intergovernmental Review 

The simplified illustration below reflects a process for review of an environmental impact report. 
Caltrans welcomes opportunities to consult with local agencies early and throughout their project planning. 

*If requested by potential applicant, and potential project will involve issuance of a lease, permit, license, 
certificate, or other entitlement for use by one or more public agencies. 

CEQA Definitions: 
“Project” means an activity which may cause either a direct physical change in the environment, or a reasonably 
foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment. . .”  (PRC Section 21065) 
“Lead agency” means the public agency which has the principal responsibility for carrying out or approving a project 
which may have a significant effect upon the environment.  (PRC Section 21068) 
“Responsible agency” means a public agency, other than the lead agency which has responsibility for carrying out or 
approving a project. (PRC Section 21069) 

Conducts preliminary review of project 
application. 

Pre-CEQA project consultation and 
scoping opportunities. 

Begins CEQA process with acceptance 
of project application as complete. 

Lead Agency Caltrans (District) 

Conducts Initial Study, if needed. 

Prepares Draft EIR. When finished, files 
Notice of Completion. 

Provides consultation for applicant prior 
to formal application being filed, if 
applicable.*  Responsible and other 
public agencies may be included in 
consultation. 

Issues Notice of Preparation (NOP) of 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 

Consultation and scoping 
opportunities. 

Prepares Final EIR, including responses 
to comments on Draft EIR. 

45 days to comment on Draft EIR. 

30 days to begin court challenge to the 
project approval. 

Certifies EIR. Files Notice of 
Determination (NOD) to approve project. 

30 days to review NOP and submit 
comments. 


