


 
Society has been struggling with the movement of 

goods and people for centuries. 
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 1827 – Baltimore  and Ohio Railroad (B&O) is 
chartered.  Was the first common carrier railroad 
in the U.S. 

 1832 – B&O hauls 50 tons over 40 miles at 12-15 
mph 
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 1850-1857 Gold was discovered in California 
 1855 – First land grant railroad in U.S. is completed in Illinois 
 1862 – President Lincoln signed the Pacific Railway Act, which 

authorized the construction of the transcontinental railroad, 
which was completed in 1869 
 
 



Interstate Commerce Act 
 In 1887 Congress passed this act making railroads the 

first industry subject to Federal regulation. 
 The act was established to address the monopolies that 

had been created by the railroads  
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1893 – Federal Railway Safety Appliance Act 
 

https://www.federalregister.gov 
www.fra.gov 
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Electrified Trains 
 1893– First mainline electrification line used in Baltimore, 

MD 
 1903 – New York state prohibits steam engines around New 

York City area.  Spurs growth of electrification line. 
 1907 – Ground broken in San Diego, CA for the San Diego 

and Arizona railway 
 

http://wrm.org/ 



 Prior to 1920 – nearly all intercity travelers in the U.S. 
moved by rail. 

 1926- approximately 800 million intercity passengers and 
commuters nationwide and almost 32 billion passenger-
miles generated. 

  1929- approximately 65,000 railroad passenger cars 
operated 
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 Mid 1930’s – resurgence of passenger rail with refurbished luxury 
cars such as the California Zephyr 

 Mid 1930’s – the federal government began the construction of 
the National Highway System which created competition for the 
railroads. 

 Late 1930’s – Electric powered locomotive pulls  a train at 90 mph 
between Washington, D.C. and New York City 
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 1941-1945 – During World War II gasoline and tires 
were rationed and rail travel peaked at nearly 98 
billion passenger-miles 

 Post WWII saw steadily declining passenger rail 
 1946 – 45% reduction of passenger trains in service 



Great American Streetcar Scandal 
Aka the General Motors streetcar conspiracy. 
 Purchase d and dismantled over 100 electric bus and 

streetcar systems in 45 cities and converted them to 
bus systems. 
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Great American Streetcar Scandal 
 Conspiracy or natural market factors such as the Great 

Depression, urban sprawl, labor unrest and restrictive 
government oversight through the Public Utility 
Holding Company Act of 1935, or the public’s new 
found love of the automobile? 

 
 In 1949 several companies were found guilty of 

conspiracy to monopolize interstate commerce, but 
not guilty of conspiring to monopolize ownership of 
the companies. 
 



 1960-The inception of Commercial airlines, expansion of 
bus services, and private vehicles further eroded passenger 
rail 

 1965- 85% reduction in passenger rail cars since 1929    
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 1966 – The U.S. Postal Service discontinued mail 
transportation on passenger rails; moving to 
trucks and planes. 
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 Prior to Amtrak, intercity passenger rail and freight were 
provided by the same companies 

 Passenger rail was hugely unprofitable for freight companies 
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1970- Congress passes the Rail Passenger Services 
Act establishing the National Railroad Passenger 

Corporation (Amtrak). 
 

Freight companies donate passenger cars to Amtrak 



AMTRAK 
 Amtrak is authorized to operate intercity passenger rail in 

the United States 
 The national system is subsidized by the Federal 

Government. 
 The California system is subsidized by the State of 

California. 
 Amtrak operates over rail lines owned by private 

companies 



Amtrak in California 
 1970’s California invests in intercity passenger rail. 
 Senator James Mills, authored the legislation that 

launched California’s involvement in intercity 
passenger rail. 
 



COMMUTER RAIL 
49USC24102 
Commuter rail passenger 
transportation means short-
haul rail passenger 
transportation in 
metropolitan and suburban 
areas usually having reduced 
fare, multiple-ride, and 
commuter tickets and 
morning and evening peak 
period operations. 

INTERCITY RAIL 
49USC24102 
Intercity rail passenger 

transportation means rail 
passenger transportation, 
except commuter rail 
passenger transportation. 
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GC14035 
 California was the first to use the federal authorization 

under Section 403(b) of the Federal Rail Passenger  
Services Act 

 Allows the department (Caltrans) to contract with the 
National Railroad Passenger Corporation (Amtrak) 

 The California Division of Rail is subsequently 
established 



California Division of Rail 

INTERCITY PASSENGER RAIL MISSION 
Provide and promote Intercity Passenger Rail services while 
improving, expanding, and integrating rail service into 
California’s transportation system. 
 
INTERCITY PASSENGER RAIL VISION 
 Provide a Rail Transportation Alternative to Other Travel 

Modes 
 Provide Relief to Highway and Air Transportation 

Congestion 
 Improve Air Quality, Conserve Fuel, and Contribute to 

Efficient and Environmentally Superior Land use 
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What we deliver in support of the mission… 
 SAFETY… is Caltrans number one priority 
 Federal Section 130 Grade Crossing Improvement 

Program 
 Section 190 Grade Separation Program 
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What we deliver in support of the mission… 
 SAFETY… is Caltrans number one priority 
 Upgrades and overhauls of equipment 
 Equipment and facility inspections 
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What we deliver in support of the mission… 
 SAFETY… is Caltrans number one priority 
 
Operation Lifesaver 
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MOBILITY 
Increase Intercity Ridership through operational 
programs and marketing incentives 
 

Deals 
AAA Members 
Amtrak Vacations 
California Rail Pass 
Five Bags Free 
Key Holidays 
Kids Ride Half Price 
Military Discount 
Santa Barbara Car Free 
Rail2Rail 
Senior Savers 
Sightseer Packages 
Students Save 15% 
Veterans Advantage 
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http://www.amtrakcalifornia.com/index.cfm/deals/kids-ride-half-price/
http://www.amtrakcalifornia.com/index.cfm/deals/military-discount/
http://www.amtrakcalifornia.com/index.cfm/deals/santa-barbara-car-free/
http://www.amtrakcalifornia.com/index.cfm/deals/rail2rail/
http://www.amtrakcalifornia.com/index.cfm/deals/senior-savers/
http://www.amtrakcalifornia.com/index.cfm/deals/sightseer-packages/
http://www.amtrakcalifornia.com/index.cfm/deals/students-save-15/
http://www.amtrakcalifornia.com/index.cfm/deals/veterans-advantage/


MOBILITY 
 Expand Intercity Rail through added train frequencies 

on existing routes, route expansion, and new routes 
 Improve connectivity with other transportation modes 
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DELIVERY 
Over $1.5 billion dollars worth of capital projects are in 

process 
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STEWARDSHIP 
 Preserve and enhance California’s resources and assets 
 Inspect, maintain, rebuild, and overhaul equipment 
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SERVICE 
 Promote quality service  
 Rider amenities 
 On time performance 

Comfortable seating 
Room to stretch out 
Café Car 
Electrical outlets for radios, 
MP3 Players, Computers, etc. 
Complimentary Wi-Fi 
Special Assistance 
Business Class 
Quiet cars 
Bikes on trains 
5 Bag limit- 3 checked, 2 
carry -on 



Internal partners 
The Caltrans Family 

 External Affairs 
 Division of Transportation Planning 
 Environmental 
 Procurement and  Contracts 
 Accounting 
 Budgets 
 Mass Transportation 
 Caltrans Districts 
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External partners 
 State Legislature 
 Department of Finance 
 CCJPA 
 Metrolink, ACE, San Joaquin  

Valley Rail Committee, Coaster, etc. 
 The media 
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Future 
 JPAs 
 Funding 
 Ridership 
 Service Expansion 
 High Speed Rail 
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Division of Intergalactic Travel 
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RESOURCES 

http://railroads.uconn.edu/links.htm 
http://www.history.com/topics/transcontinental-railroad 
http://www.blm.gov/ut/st/en/fo/salt_lake/recreation/back_count

ry_byways/transcontinental_railroad/transcontinental_railroad
.html 

http://www.american-rails.com/class-i-railroads.html 
http://www.american-rails.com/fallen-f lags.html 
http://www.aar.org/ 
http://www.wordiq.com/definition/Class_I_railroad 
  
Western railway museum, Suisun city, CA 
www.wrm.org 
http://www.sdrm.org/history/timeline/ 
http://americanhistory.si.edu/onthemove/themes/story_42_7.htm

l 
www.fra.dot.gov 
http://www.ourdocuments.gov/ 
http://www.cahighways.org/ 
http://www.amtrakcalifornia.com/ 
 
 

 

http://railroads.uconn.edu/links.htm
http://www.history.com/topics/transcontinental-railroad
http://www.american-rails.com/class-i-railroads.html
http://www.american-rails.com/fallen-flags.html
http://www.wordiq.com/definition/Class_I_railroad
http://www.wrm.org/
http://www.sdrm.org/history/timeline/
http://americanhistory.si.edu/onthemove/themes/story_42_7.html
http://americanhistory.si.edu/onthemove/themes/story_42_7.html
http://www.fra.dot.gov/
http://www.ourdocuments.gov/
http://www.cahighways.org/
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