To:

From:

Subject:

State of California Business, Transportation and Housing Agency
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Memorandum

CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS cTC Meeting:  August 22, 2012
CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

Reference No.: 2.20.(3)

Action Item
NORMA ORTEGA Prepared by: Jay Norvell
Chief Financial Officer Division Chief

Environmental Analysis

APPROVAL OF PROJECT FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION OF FUNDING
07-LA-10, PM 33.2/42.4
RESOLUTION E-12-55

RECOMMENDATION:

The California Department of Transportation (Department) recommends that the California
Transportation Commission (Commission), as a responsible agency, approve the attached
Resolution E-12-55.

ISSUE:

The attached resolution proposes to approve for consideration of funding the following project
for which a Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) has been completed:

. Interstate 10 (I-10) in Los Angeles County. Roadway improvements including adding
one HOV Lane in each direction on a portion of 1-10 in and near the city of Covina.
(PPNOs 0309N & 0310B)

This project in Los Angeles County will add one High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lane in each
direction on 1-10 from Puente Avenue to State Route 57 (SR-57) in Los Angeles County. The overall
project is being constructed as two smaller projects on adjoining segments of I-10.

The 1-10 HOV Lanes from Puente Avenue to Citrus Street project (PPNO 0309N) will construct
HOV lanes from Post Mile (PM) 33.2 to PM 37.2. The total estimated cost is $137,657,000 for
capital and support. Construction is estimated to begin in Fiscal Year (FY) 2012-13.

The 1-10 HOV Lanes from Citrus Street to SR-57 project (PPNO 0310B) will construct HOV lanes
from PM 37.5 to PM 42.4. The total estimated cost is $234,861,000 for capital and support.
Construction is estimated to begin in FY 2013-14.

Both projects are programmed in the 2012 State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). The

scope of the overall 1-10 HOV Lane Project, as described for the preferred alternative, is consistent
with the project scope programmed in the 2012 STIP.

“Caltrans improves mobility across California”
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A copy of the FEIR has been provided to Commission staff. Resources that may be impacted by
the project include: noise, hazardous waste, seismicity and biological resources. Potential impacts
associated with the project can all be mitigated to below significance through proposed mitigation
measures. As a result, a Final Environmental Impact Report was prepared for the project.

Attachments

“Caltrans improves mobility across California”
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CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

Resolution for Future Consideration of Funding
07-LA-10, PM 33.2/42.4
RESOLUTION E-12-55

WHEREAS, the California Department of Transportation (Department) has completed
an Environmental Impact Report pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) and the CEQA Guidelines for the following project:

. Interstate 10 (1-10) in Los Angeles County. Roadway improvements
including adding one High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) Lane in each direction
on a portion of 1-10 in and near the city of Covina. (PPNOs 0309N & 0310B)

WHEREAS, The Department has certified that the Environmental Impact Report has
been completed pursuant to CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines for its
implementation; and

WHEREAS, the California Transportation Commission, as a responsible agency, has
considered the information contained in the Environmental Impact Report; and

WHEREAS, Findings were made pursuant to the State CEQA Guidelines.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the California Transportation

Commission does hereby support approval of the above referenced project to allow for
consideration of funding.
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FINDINGS

‘ CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FINDINGS FOR

- ADD ONE HIGH OCCUPANCY VEHICLE (HOV) LANE IN EACH DIRECTION
ON THE SAN BERNARDINO FREEWAY (INTERSTATE 10) FROM PUENTE
AVENUE TO STATE ROUTES 57/71 IN LOS ANGELES COUNTY PROJECT

The following information is presented to comply with State CEQA Guidelines
(Title 14 California Code of Regulations, Chapter 3, Section 15901) and the
Department of Transportation and California Transportation Commission
Environmental Regulations (Title 21, California Code of Regulations, Chapter 11,

- Section 1501). Reference is made to the Final Environmental Impact. Report
(FEIR) for the project, which is the basic source for the information.

Effects found not to be significant have not been included in the Findings. These
topics include: : : ‘
Biological Resources
Geology, Soils, and Seismicity’
Hydrology and Water Quality
Land Use - :
Agriculture
Public Services and Utilities
- Parks and Recreational Activities

Potentially significant impacts associated with the following issue areas have
been identified in the FEIR as resulting from the project:
e Aesthetics and Visual Resources
e Traffic '
e Air Quality
e Noise and Vibration . s
e Cultural and Paleontological Resources
e Hazardous Waste/Materials

Aesthetics and Visual Res_odrces

Adverse Environmental Effects: -

The proposed project would include the construction of soundwalls and retaining
walls, the modification of bridges, vegetation removal, and general construction
activities, all which may affect aesthetics and/or visual resources. The visual -
effects of the above-mentioned project changes would result in an anticipated
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moderate visual change, combined with moderate viewer sensitivity level,
resulting in an overall moderate visual impact to the corridor.

Findings:

Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the project, |
which avoid or substantially lessen the significant environmental effect as
identified in the final EIR.

Statement of Facts:

During the project design stage, architectural detailing will be applied to the
retaining walls, including textures, colors, and patterns,-and to the extent feasible,
skyline trees will be included in the new plantings to replace those removed by
construction. The design of soundwall aesthetics will be coordinated with local
agencies. The final design of the proposed project will include soundwalls and
retaining walls designed to be easily cleaned of graffiti, as well as landscaping
where feasible to soften the appearance of these walls. Conceptual landscape
guidelines for planting in designated ROW areas to be revegetated, consistent
with existing Caltrans policies and procedures, will be developed, in coordination
with the adjacent local jurisdictions. During the project design and construction
stages, existing vegetation in the corridor will be saved and protected to the
extent that is feasible.

For Segment 3, final design will incorporate features to ensure that Iandscaplhg
plantings are lntegrated with proposed earth berms and cut slopes to screen
undesirable views.

The grading guidelines address issues such as where berms are recommended,
-the sizes of the berms and the recommended slope gradients to minimize soil
erosion. Rehabilitation priorities will be established as a framework based on the
size of the area to be landscaped, the visibility of the area and the feasibility of
installing landscaping prior to or during constructlon rather than after
constructlon is complete.

Caltrans will require construction contractors to shleld construction and storage
areas from travelers on I-10 and from viewsheds along I-10 to the extent feasible
and where the safety of construction and traffic operations is not compromised.
Construction will be phased such that disturbed areas are landscaped as soon
as possible after construction.
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Traffic

Adverse Environmental Effects:

During construction, motorists traveling in the immediate vicinity of street, ramp,
and lane closures would at times experience some inconvenience from
temporary traffic congestion.

The proposed project would involve construction that could contribute to short-
term impacts to fire protection and emergency services due to delayed response
times. :

The results of analysis indicate that the eastbound 1-10 ramps intersection at
Vincent Avenue would operate at an unsatisfactory LOS E in 2015 and LOS F in
2030. At the intersection of Vincent Avenue and Plaza / Lakes Drive the north,
east and west approaches would operate at an unsatisfactory LOS E in 2030.

Findings:

Changés or altefations have been required in, or incorporated into, the project,
which avoid or substantially lessen the significant environmental effect as
identified in the final EIR. : '

Statement of Facts:

A Traffic Management Plan (TMP) will be prepared to offset the effects of traffic
congestion and access during construction on the freeway, ramps, and local -
streets. Residents will be kept informed through public outreach of development
and construction plans so that they are aware of construction timing,
traffic/transit detour plans, and lane/road closures.

At the northbound Vincent Avenue approach to eastbound I-10 on-ramp, the
existing shared (through/right) lane would be modified to an exclusive through
lane and an exclusive full right turn lane would be added. Additional '
improvement to the intersection can be achieved by adding a deceleration lane
for right turn movements, with an approximate storage length of 250 feet.

The capacity of the eastbound 1-10 on-ramp from northbound Vincent Avenue
would be increased through the addition of a lane and the relocation of the
proposed ramp meter approximately 375 feet downstream.

Caltrans will periodically coordinate with the transit companies to discuss

changes in the construction operations and potential impacts to the transit
providers. : '
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Prior to the initiation of site preparation, grading or construction activities,
Caltrans will require construction contractors to provide travel plans to the local
jurisdictions along the project study area. The travel plans will indicate the
expected travel routes of construction trucks carrying construction materlals and
construction debris.

Prior to the initiation of site preparation, grading or construction activities,
Caltrans will require construction contractors to provide construction and traffic
management plans (TMPs) to the affected police, fire and emergency medical
services in the project area indicating possible detours, lane and ramp closures,
and areas which may experience overall traffic delays.

Air Quality

Adverse Environmental Effects:

During construction, short-term degradation of air quality may occur due to the
release of particulate emissions (airborne dust) generated by excavation,
grading, hauling, and other activities related to construction. Emissions from
construction equipment are also anticipated and would include CO, NOx, VOCs,
directly-emitted particulate matter (PMso and PM35), and toxic air contaminants
such as diesel exhaust particulate matter.

Findings:
Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the project,
which avoid or substantially lessen the significant environmental effect as

identified in the final EIR.

Statement of Facts:

The construction contractor shall comply with Caltrans’ Standard Specifications
in Section 14 (2010). If dust palliative materials other than water are to be used,
material speCIflcatlons are contained in Section 18.

In addition, water or dust palliative will be applied to the site and equipment as
frequently as necessary to control fugitive dust emissions during construction.
Generally, fugitive emissions must meet a “no visible dust”.criterion either at the
point of emission or at the ROW line, depending on local regulations. Soil binder
will be spread on any unpaved roads used for construction purposes, and all
project construction parking areas. All trucks will be washed off as they leave the
ROW as necessary to control fugitive dust emissions. Construction equipment
and vehicles will be properly tuned and maintained. Low-sulfur fuel will be used
in all construction equipment as-provided in California Code of Regulations Title
17, Section 93114.
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Environmentally Sensitive Areas (ESAs) or their equivalent will be established
near sensitive air receptors within which construction activities involving
extended idling of diesel equipment would be prohibited, to the extent feasible.
Reduction measures such as gravel pads at project access points will be
established to minimize dust and mud deposits on roads affected by construction
traffic. ' :

All transported loads of soils and wet materials will be covered prior to transport,
or provide adequate freeboard (space from the top of the material to the top of
the truck) to minimize emission of dust (particulate matter) during transportation.
Dust and mud that are deposited on paved, public roads due to construction
activity and traffic will be promptly and regularly removed to decrease particulate
matter. Construction traffic will be routed and scheduled to avoid peak travel
times as much as possible, in order to reduce congestion and related air quality
impacts caused by idling vehicles along local roads.

Mulch and plants will be installed as soon as practical after grading to reduce
windblown particulate in the area. Certain methods of mulch placement, such as
straw blowing, may themselves cause dust and visible emission issues, and may
need to use controls such as dampened straw.

The construction contractors will be required to prepare a dust control plan and
to submit the plan to the South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD)
prior to construction. The plan is expected to include, but not be limited to:
stabilization of construction roads to 15 miles per hour; daily removal of dirt
spilled onto paved roads; ceasing grading and excavation activities when wind
speeds exceed 25 miles per hour and during extreme air pollution episodes;
phasing and scheduling of construction activities to avoid days with high ozone
(03) levels; possibly interrupting construction activities on days with elevated
smog levels (such as Stage 2 smog alerts): use of alternative fuel/clean fuel
equipment when available; covering haul trucks; phasing of grading to minimize
daily emissions; property maintenance of construction vehicles to maximize
efficiency and minimize emissions; and prompt revegetation of exposed cut
slopes, road medians and shoulders. ' '

Construction contractors will be required to maintain and tune equipment
engines consistent with the manufacturers’ requirements to maximize the
efficiency of the equipment and to minimize air and noise emissions, including
the use of noise mufflers and/or other noise abatement features.
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Noise and Vibration

Adverse Environmental Effects:

Modeling results indicate predicted traffic noise levels (Leq[h]) would increase a
maximum of 1 dBA with the proposed project. This increase is not considered a
significant impact under CEQA.

In accordance with Caltrans’ Standard Specifications, Section 7-1. 011, Sound
Control Requirements, noise levels generated during construction shall comply
with applicable regulations.

Findings:

Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the project,
which avoid or substantially lessen the significant environmental effect as
identified in the final EIR.

Statement of Facts:

Soundwalls will be implemented as a part of this project to reduce existing traffic
noise levels in excess of the Noise Abatement Criteria. Final locations; heights
and lengths of these soundwalls will be determined in final design. Construction
of soundwalls will be incorporated as early as possible in the phasing of the
project, consistent with Caltrans’ construction procedures and as reasonable and

feasible.

Caltrans will require construction contractors to maintain and tune equipment
engines consistent with the manufacturers’ requirements to maximize the
efficiency of the equipment and to minimize air and noise emissions, including
the use of noise mufflers and/or other noise abatement features.

Caltrans will require construction contractors to comply with applicable Los
Angeles County and other local jurisdiction’s noise control regulations and
ordinances.

Cultural and Paleontological Resources

Adverse Envirohmental Effects:

The Kellogg Hill area of the project corridor has a ‘high’ potentlal for exposing
sngmflcant paleontological resources.

Because the proposed project site has been previously disturbed by urban
development, construction would not be expected to affect human remains. No
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human remains are known to exist in the project location, nor is there past
evidence of use as human burial grounds.

Findings:
Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the project,
which avoid or substantially lessen the SIinﬂcant environmental effect as

identified in the final EIR.

Statement of Facts:

A qualified principal paleontologist will be present during data recovery. As a
precautionary measure, monitoring by a paleontologist during construction will
also be implemented, so that if anything is uncovered, construction can be
diverted from the finds and sufficient time allowed to assess the nature and
significance of the remains. Fossil remains collected during the monitoring and
salvage portion of the mitigation program will be cleaned, repaired, sorted, and
cataloged. Prepared fossils, along with copies of all pertinent field notes, photos,
and maps, will then be deposited in a scientific institution. A final report will be
completed to document results of the mitigation. program.

In the unlikely event human remains are discovered, State Health and Safety
Code Section 7050.5 states that further disturbances and activities shall cease in
any area or nearby area suspected to overlie remains, and the County Coroner
contacted. Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 5097.98, if the remains
are thought to be Native American, the coroner will notify the Native American
Heritage Commission (NAHC) who will then notify the Most Likely Descendent
(MLD). At this time, the person who discovered the remains will contact Gary
Iverson, Enwronmental Chief, so that they may work with the MLD on the
respectful treatment and disposition of the remains. Further prOVISlonS of PRC
5097.98 are to be followed as applicable.

Hazardous Waste/Materials

Adverse Environmental Effects:

There is a potential that previously unknown hazardous materials .or
underground storage tanks would be uncovered during construction. Soil
contaminated with aerially-deposited lead (ADL) would be removed and
disposed. The proposed project would require the acquisition of ROW that may
have been contaminated with hazardous materials based on.existing and/or past
uses, and that could be disturbed during construction. There is potential for the
generation of asbestos-containing materials (ACM) waste associated with the
demolition and removal of existing bridges and structures on 1-10 and of older
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~ structures on ROW to be acquired. The existing yellow thermoplastic and yellow-
painted traffic stripes on |-10 may also contain lead and/or chromium.

Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the project,
which avoid or substantially lessen the significant environmental effect as
identified in the final EIR.

Statement of Facts:

If groundwater needs to be disturbed and/or extracted during construction,
coordination with appropriate regulatory agency shall be done to prevent
possible cross contamination. If contamination is found, a work plan shall be
prepared by a registered geotechnical engineer to protect the health of
construction workers.

ADL soil management will be evaluated for the applicability of the lead variance
issued to Caltrans by the Department of Toxic Substances Control.

Bridges and structures shall be surveyed to screen for ACMs and lead-based
paint (LBP) prior to construction activities. If ACMs are found, then the contractor
will comply with the SCAQMD Rule 1403 notification and removal processes. In
addition, disposal of ACMs will be handled in compliance with local, state, and
federal requirements. If LBP and/or heavy metals are found, then the contractor
shall comply with local, state, and federal rules and regulations for notification,
removal process, and disposal activities.

Any hazardous materials or wastes encountered before or during the demolition
stage of the proposed project shall be disposed according to current regulatory
guidelines.

A worker Health and Safety Plan (HSP) that meets the provisions' of California
Code of Regulations (Title 22, Section 5192) shall be developed by the proposed
project contractor. HSP procedures will address the identification, excavation,
handling, and disposal of hazardous wastes and materials that may be found in
constructlon areas.

Removed thermoplastic and yellow paint will be disposed at an appropriate
landfill in accordance with local, state, and federal laws.

If unknown wastes or underground storage tanks are discovered during
construction which the construction contractor believes may involve hazardous -
materials, he/she will (1) immediately stop work in the vicinity of the suspected
contamination, remove workers and the public from the area; (2) notify Caltrans'
Resident Engineer; and (3) secure the area as directed by Caltrans' Resident
Engineer. Caltrans' Plans and Procedures for Hazardous Wastes and Materials,
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the Construction Hazardous Materials Response Plan and the Construction
Underground Tank Contingency Plan, as appropriate, will be lmplemented by
Caltrans and the constructlon contractors.

Prior to the start of construction, Caltrans will conduct a Site Investigation (Sl) for
all sites in the proposed ROW identified as having the potential for hazardous

- waste. The S| will consist of drilling and testing. Based on the findings of the
drilling and testing, specific remediation measures will be identified in the S to
address documented hazardous wastes contamination at the affected sites in
accordance with applicable federal and state laws. For sites documented through
the Sl process to contain hazardous waste, Caltrans will include the mitigation
defined in the Sl in the construction contract and specifications.

Hazardous substances are strictly regulated by the United States Envrronmental
Protection Agency (EPA), the California and Federal Occupational Health and
Safety Administration (OSHA), the United States Department of Transportation-
(DOT) and a number of other federal, state and local agencies. DOT specifies
procedures for safely transporting hazardous material and procedures to follow
in case of accidental spills during transport. EPA specifies the requirements for
proper labeling and placarding of hazardous substances. The American National
Standards Institute (ANSI) recommends safety procedures for handling and
storing hazardous materials. OSHA specifies the procedures required for using
and storing hazardous materials. Other local, state and federal regulations
address the identification, removal, handling and disposal of hazardous wastes.
Project contractors will be required to follow these procedures and to maintain
the required documentation during all site preparation, grading and construction
of the proposed project.
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Malcolm Dougherty

Director

California Department of Transportation
I.O. Box 942873
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Gentleman:

I strongly urge you to cease all activity relating to the advancement of the SR 710
extension. The SR 710 Study proccss has been mired in controversy since its inception. Ihave
personally witnessed actions and activities by proponents of a tunnel option, which have been
questionable at best, but more accurately, would be portrayed as biased and 1ainted.
Representatives of the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) and the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority (Metro) have routinely misrepresented important information while
hiding the true cost and benefit of this project from the public. A 710 tunnel option would be a
project of historic magnitude and tremendous cost to the taxpayers of California. There cannot
be even a hint of impropriety or manipulation involved in such a project. Because local planners
have ignored the direction of the federal government, their own state traffic protocols, and basic
common sense, it is time for Icaders to step in and make the bold decision put an cnd to this
project. :

In 2003, a letter issued to Caltrans by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), along with
an accompanying Environmeutal Reevaluation, required a SEIS for the SR 710 project and
suggested that the project should not move forward until other local and regional transportation
improvements were completed. The FHWA indicated that, following the completion of these
alternative projects, the need for a freeway project should be subsequently reevaluated. The
FHWA has gone unheeded and this project continues to move forward even though the local and
regional improvements were not completed and/or evaluated.

While serving as Mayor of La Cafiada Flintridge, I was given information about 2 tunnel project
which was inaccurate, inconsistent and ultimately was untrue. Prior to any study of a 710 tunnel

Reprasenting Citiss
Altadena, Arcadia, Duarte, East Pasadegna, La Cariada Flimiridge, Los Angeles, Mayfiower Village, Monrovia, Pasadena, South Pasadera, and Temple Gity
Frinted on Recyted Paper
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project, the La Cafiada Flintridge City Council was given information that was opposite of the
information given to other effected city councils, We were also promised a full feasibility study
before any environmental document process was to commence, Caltrans commissioned a study
by Parsons, which was to have been the promised feasibility study, but was in fact downgraded
to a mere “fatal flaw analysis,” which only looked to identify “silver bullet” conditions which
would prohibit a tunnel from being constructed. Most local government officials were aghast,
back in 2005, when Caltrans refused to release the details of the Parson’s study RFP for public
review. We later learned that it was because someone chose not to conduct the promised,
comprehensive scope and instead substituted a request for a cursory report. It is notable that,
even in this downgraded analysis, the study indicated that a tunnel project would opentoa
service level of F —below the minimum level required to construct a project under Caltrans’
guidelines.

Sadly, the pattern of mistrust continued when I became the elected State Assemblymember,
representing a significant portion of the effected region. Most notably, former Director Will
Kempton assured me that the project would not move forward unless 2 true financial feasibility
study was completed. In fact, Director Kempton endeavored to make good on his promise
through the initiation of Task Order 5. Unfortunately, within a short time of Mr. Kempton’s
departure, Caltrans shelved his directive and permenently demaged the public’s trust and the
agency’s credibility. Rather than complete a feasibility study of the project, a “subsurface
geotechnical soils analysis™ was completed instead.

As more information is revealed about the current Metro SR 710 Study, community after
community is coming forward and speaking in a united and heated voice: “We don’t want this
extension.” Never before has there been this much opposition from so many communities. The
public backlash has been so strong that some policy makers are endeavoring to split the coalition
of cormmunities by suggesting that one route might be more preferable than another. This is
planning at its worst.

On top of all of this, even more alarming information has been uncovered by the State Auditor as
it relates to Caltrans’ complete mismanagement of the 710 corridor. According to the Auditor,
Caltrans has entered into financial arrangements without accountability or even contracts.
Caltrans has expended millions of dollars on work without justification and frankly misled the
taxpayer, completely losing the public’s trust. One example has Caltrans paying $4.6 million a
year to the Department of General Service without a contract or even a scope of work.

The overwhelming facts are clear, regardless of which route is chosen:

o This project would be one of the largest public works projects in California history at a time
of limited resources and far greater priorities for our state.

e The impetus for this project is based on 1950°s planning, not contemporary goods and people
movement ideas of the 21* Century.
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Proponents of this project have repeatedly tried to circumvent local control by misusing the
Jegislative process.

Local transportation agencies are expending millions of dollars on a project of historic
magnitude without even knowing how much the project will cost and how many cars will use
it. Would you let a contractor begin an addition to your house without knowing how many
square feet were going to be constructed or how much it would cost? Why are we spending
millions of dollars to further a project without knowing how much it will cost?

New Jersey was planning a similar tunnel from New Jersey to New York, though it was
smaller in circumference and at least a mile shorter than the options that are being discussed
for the 710. That tunnel came out with a budget estimate of $10 billion and New Jersey
ended up cancelling the project.

This project violates Caltrans own traffic standards, which prohibit construction of a project
that would be operated at less than a Level of Service E. Caltrans own study has determined
that this project would be a Level of Service F on its first day in operation.

For decades, planners have made unsubstantiated statements about possible air quality
benefits of this project without producing one study to bolster those claims. In fact, the
instant gridlock of a completed tunnel would seem to bolster the opposite result.

Independent studies bave determined the significant harm freeways have on the lung capacity
of young children who live or go to school nearby. Significantly increasing traffic on the 710
freeway and connecting reeways, which abut many schools, should alone be enough to put
the brakes on this project. California law prohibits the acquisition of a school site within 500
feet of a busy roadway unless the air quality at the site does not pose a health risk to pupils or
staff. This same legislation indicates that it is the intent of the Legislature to protect school
children from the health risks posed by pollution from heavy freeway traffic and other non-
stationary sources in the same way that they are protected from industrial pollution. Why
then would a state agency continue to investigate a project that would significantly increase
freeway traffic, and its accompanying pollution, along freeways and roadways that are
known to be located within 500 feet of several school sites?

This project has been suggested as a Public Private Partnership. How can such an option
even be contemnplated without knowing the cost, benefit and use? Frankly, it can’t. The lack
of such basic and significant information continues to point to the “build at all cost”
mentality of those promoting the 710 tunnel.

The public outreach component of the 710 Tunnel has been extremely controversial, It has
been cursory, poorly conceived and peorly delivered to the public. Its lack of bi-lingual and
bi-cultural outreach in minority, immigrant and low income communities has raised serious
social and environmental justice implications. Ifs cursory nature and the appearance that the
consultants are not incorporating the feedback and desires of the community in a manner that
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impacts the study alternatives has enraged and frustrated the majority of citizens who have
tried to participate in the process.

e The recently complcted state audit of the 710 corridor should give every reasonable policy
maker incentive to put the brakes on the 710 tunnel. We should be launching further
investigations, not spending more dollars advancing an ill-conceived project.

Today you have the opportunity to stop a project that I and many others believe will negatively
impact our region, does not solve a transportation problem, violates Caltrans own traffic
protocols and is moving forward on missing information and 2 faulty process. It is a project of
historic magnitude that will drain precious resources and scar California for decades,

For these reasons, I respectfully request that you stop any and all activity that furthers a
project which extends the 710. Please, let’s not read about “LA’s Own Big Dig Disaster” a
decade from now, when we have the opportunity to prevent it today.

Respectfully,

&4% me/w/%

Anthony I Portantino
Assemblymember, 44 Assembly District

AJP:;jh
T3

cc: Hon. W. Bogaard, Mayor, City of Pasadena
Hon. M. Cacciotti, Mayor, City of South Pasadena
Hon. S. Del Guercio, Mayor, City of La Cailada Flintridge
Hon, F. Quintero, Mayor, City of Glendale
Hon. A. Villaraigosa, Mayor, City of Los Angeles
Hon. J. Huizar, Councilmember, City of Los Angeles.
Hon. A. Najarian, Councilmember, City of Glendale
Hon. C. Davis, President, Crescenta Valley Town Council
Houn, C. Smith, Chair, Historic Highland Park Neighborhood Council
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