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Subject:  DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT, INTERSTATE 710 (I-710) IN LOS ANGELES 

COUNTY – ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS NEAR LONG BEACH 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
The Department of Transportation (Caltrans) recommends that the California Transportation 
Commission (Commission) review and comment at the August 2012 Commission meeting on the 
following Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR): 
 
• 07-LA-710, PM 4.9/24.9, I-710 Corridor Project.   Roadway improvements near Long Beach in 

Los Angeles County. 
 
PROGRAMMING: 
 
This project in Los Angeles County will construct improvements to the I-710 corridor that 
modernize geometrics and improve arterial systems between Ocean Boulevard and State Route 60 
(SR-60).  The project is not fully funded.  The project is programmed in the 2012 State 
Transportation Improvement Program for Project Approval/Environmental Document.  The 
project includes federal and local dollars and is identified in the Los Angeles County Measure R 
Expenditure Plan.  The total estimated cost is $5.56 billion.  Construction is estimated to begin in 
Fiscal Year (FY) 2020-21.  
 
ALTERNATIVES BEING CONSIDERED: 
 
Alternatives considered for the proposed project include: 
 
• Alternative 1 – No Build 
• Alternative 5A –  I-710 Widening up to 10 Lanes and Modernization 
• Alternative 6A – I-710 Widening up to 10 Lanes plus Freight Corridor (Trucks) 
• Alternative 6B – I-710 Widening up to 10 Lanes plus Freight Corridor (Zero-Emission Trucks) 
• Alternative 6C –  I-710 Widening up to 10 Lanes plus Tolled Freight Corridor (Zero-Emission Trucks) 
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POTENTIAL SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS: 
 
The analysis for the DEIR supports the conclusion that the project would not have would have unavoidable 
significant environmental impacts.  An Environmental Impact Report was prepared rather than a Negative 
Declaration or a Mitigated Negative Declaration due to the impacts resulting from the proposed project’s 
build alternatives as well as the public controversy related to this project.  Impacts include: 
 

• Aesthetics 
• Biological Resources 
• Geology and Soils 
• Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
• Land Use and Planning 
• Air Quality 
• Noise 
• Population and Housing 
• Transportation/Traffic 
• Utilities and Service Systems 
• Construction (all topics) 

 
 
PROPOSED MEASURES TO MINIMIZE HARM: 
 
• Incorporate design characteristics and aesthetic treatments to minimize visual impacts. 
• Compensatory mitigation in the form of habitat restoration and/or enhancement in on- or off-site 

areas where similar riparian habitat exists, or a monetary contribution toward an in-lieu fee 
program, acceptable by the regulatory agencies. 

• Employ Best Management Practices (BMPs) for erosion control. 
• Implementation of a Hazardous Materials compliance plan. 
• Relocations and Real Property Acquisition. 
• Improved accessibility and increased acreage of parks and recreation facilities. 
• Optimize corridor efficiency through design and truck corridors and/or zero emission trucks. 
• Control visible emissions from off-road diesel powered equipment. 
• Employ noise-attenuation features in the design and employ noise-reducing construction 

practices. 
• Implement a Specific Utility Relocation Plan. 
• Employ traffic management plans during construction. 
• Employ a Construction Contingency plan to address unknown hazards or contaminants. 
 
 
Attachments 
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