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Subject: STIP AMENDMENT 12S-012B 
             

ACTION UPDATE: 
 
This item was deferred from Action at the Commission's January 8, 2013 meeting pending 
receipt of additional information regarding the Alturas Route 299 Improvements project 
(PPNO 3368).  This item has been revised to 1) remove the Route 299/139 Canby Highway 
Advisory Radio project (PPNO 3382) from this amendment and place under a separate item 
on this month’s agenda - STIP Amendment -12S-012A [Reference No. 2.1a.(3a)]; and, 2) revise 
the Background section of the amendment to provide additional information as requested by 
the Commission.  Letters stating Modoc County Transportation Commission’s position and 
the Department’s response are attached.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
The California Department of Transportation (Department) does not recommend the California 
Transportation Commission (Commission) approve the requested State Transportation Improvement 
Program (STIP) amendment to delete the Alturas Route 299 Improvements project (PPNO 3368).  
The amendment was noticed at the December 5-6, 2012 Commission meeting. 
 
ISSUE: 
 
The Modoc County Transportation Commission (MCTC) proposes to amend the 2012 STIP to delete 
the Alturas Route 299 Improvements project (PPNO 3368) in Modoc County.  The Department does 
not concur with Modoc County’s request.   
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
This project is programmed in the 2012 STIP for $4,296,000 in Regional Improvement Program 
(RIP) funds, with construction scheduled to begin in Fiscal Year 2013-14.   
 
MCTC proposes to unprogram all unexpended funds from the project and return $4,075,000 to 
Modoc County’s regional share balance.  MCTC has determined that the project is no longer a 
priority in the region due to a continued economic downturn, slow population increase and business 
demise.   
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Programming history 
 

• Project programmed in the 1998 STIP for $120,000 to complete the environmental phase, 
with an additional $485,000 programmed in the 2000 STIP for design and right of way work. 

• MCTC requested that the project be deleted from the STIP in January 2005, stating that the 
project cost had increased to a level that outweighed the benefits of the project ($558,000 
was reported as expended for the project).   

• MCTC requested that the project be added back into the STIP in May 2008.   
• The project is currently programmed in the STIP-RIP for $4,296,000.  The Department has 

expended an additional $221,000 for project development activities.   
 
Need for Project 
 
The original need for the project was first identified by the MCTC in mid 1990’s to improve traveler 
safety and reduce speeds approaching the city.  As this segment of two-lane highway enters the City 
of Alturas, traffic flow can become congested due to the turning movements of vehicles.  Business 
and residential areas exist along this mile long reach where traffic interruptions and queuing occur.  
Future growth was anticipated, further contributing to congestion and the potential for increased 
accidents. Shoulder widths vary from 1 foot to 4 feet wide, and mobility of bicycles and pedestrians 
is a challenge.   
 
A project was initiated and programmed in the 1998 and 2000 STIP to address the need by adding a 
continuous left turn lane, wider shoulders and drainage improvements.  Project development work 
continued over the years until MCTC alerted the Department that local priorities and project support 
had changed.  
 
The unmet need remained until MCTC requested that the Commission reprogram the project in the 
2008 STIP, with the Environmental phase to begin in 2011.  In a collaborative effort, the Department 
and MCTC developed a project charter that identified the specific needs of the project; including 
wider shoulders and crosswalks along with flashing beacons to improve pedestrian mobility and 
safety, speed radar feedback signs for traffic calming, installation of concrete gutters, culverts and 
paved areas for drainage improvements.  The continuous left turn lane was deleted from the project. 
However, in August 2012, just after the Department completed the environmental phase, MCTC 
requested the project be terminated for a second time due to changed local priorities and support for 
the project.   
 
The Department strongly supports the continued development of this project in order to: 
 

• Reduce potential collisions and enhance safety. 
• Provide for bicyclists and pedestrians 
• Address vehicular speeds which are higher than desired. 
• Address congestion and parking issues between Maple and Main. 
• Address drainage issues between Juniper and Main. 
• Reduce traffic queuing at Thomason Street, West C Street and Juniper Street. 
• Address pedestrian crossing issues. 
• Improve safety at a bus stop near Thomason Street. 
• Improve drainage ditches along the highway to accommodate the city’s master drainage plan. 
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The proposed revisions are shown in the following table: 
 
DELETE:  Alturas Route 299 Improvements Project (PPNO 3368) 
 

PM Back
COModoc

PM Ahead

Caltrans
CaltransAB 3090

AB 3090 PS&E
CON

County District PPNO EA Element Const. Year
2

Route/Corridor

266 3,596 20

R/W 
Supp

CON 
Supp

Change
Proposed

(4,075)
221

3368 29971
PA&ED
R/W

Caltrans
Caltrans

Description:

Modoc County Local Transportation Commission
Alturas 299 Improvements
In and near Alturas, from west of Mill Street to east of Route 299/395 separation.                                                        
Construct paved shoulders, including bike and pedestrian lanes, to improve safety and mobility.                                           

RTPA/CTC:
Project Title:

RIP                                     
Existing 4,296 434 206 362 112 4563,140

39.3 40.6 299

Project Totals by Component

CONR/W

AB 3090
AB 3090

2013-14

PA&ED PS&E

Implementing Agency: (by 
component)

FUND TOTAL
15/1614/1513/1412/13

Location

Prior

Project Totals by Fiscal Year
(DOLLARS IN THOUSANDS)

(112) (456)(20) (3,140)

16/17

0 221 0  
15 (362)(434) (45) (3,596)

0 0  0 0

 20

221 0

3,140 206 362 112
Total
Existing 4,296 434 266 3,596 456  
Change (4,075) (434) (45) (3,596)    (20)

  0Proposed 221 0 221 0  00 221 0 0
(456)(112)(3,140) 15 (362)

 
RESOLUTION: 
 
Be it Resolved, that the California Transportation Commission does hereby amend the State 
Transportation Improvement Program for the Alturas Route 299 Improvements Project (PPNO 
3368) to reflect the changes described above.   
 
 
Attachments 

Attachment A – Letter from Modoc County  
Attachment B – The Department’s Response 
Exhibit 1 – Project Map 
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