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INTRODUCTION  

 

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) is a recipient of Federal Highway 

Administration (FHWA) federal-aid highway funds.  Recipients of federal funds are required to comply 

with various nondiscrimination laws and regulations, including Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 

(Title VI).  Title VI forbids discrimination against anyone in the United States on the basis of race, 

color, or national origin in the programs and activities of an agency receiving federal financial 

assistance.  In addition to Title VI, the other nondiscrimination statutes that afford legal protection are:  

Section 162 (a) of the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1973 (23 USC 324) (sex), Age Discrimination Act of 

1975 (age), and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973/Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 

(disability).  Together, these requirements define an over-arching Title VI Program.  It is important to 

also understand that Title VI and the additional nondiscrimination requirements apply to all Caltrans 

programs even when only one program receives federal funds.   

 

The Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987 defined the word ñprogramò to make clear that discrimination 

is prohibited throughout an entire agency if any part of the agency receives federal funds.  Simply stated, 

Caltrans is to ensure that none of its activities or programs treat any part of a community any differently 

than another.  Caltrans is committed to achieving full compliance and expects every manager, 

supervisor, employee, and subrecipient of federal-aid funds administered by Caltrans to be aware of and 

apply the intent of Title VI and related nondiscrimination statutes in performing assigned duties. 

 

The FHWA requires Caltrans, as a recipient, to prepare a plan to clarify roles, responsibilities, and 

procedures to ensure compliance with Title VI and related nondiscrimination statutes.  Title 23 of the 

Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 200.9(b) (11) requires an updated Title VI Program Plan every year 

by October 1.   

 

The California Department of Transportation Title VI Program Plan focuses on the functional areas 

with significant public contact responsibilities and provides the policy direction necessary to ensure 

compliance with Title VI and related nondiscrimination statutes.  

 

Caltrans Office of Business and Economic Opportunity (OBEO) through its Assistant Director works 

with staff to implement and monitor compliance with Title VI nondiscrimination requirements. 

Questions about Caltrans Title VI Program may be directed to:  

 

Office of Business and Economic Opportunity, Compliance/Title VI & Program Operations Branch, 

1823 14th Street, MS.79, Sacramento, CA 95811.  Phone: 916-324-1700; Fax 916-324-1862; email: 
Titlevi@dot.ca.gov    

  

mailto:Titlevi@dot.ca.gov
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